
loneliness of not being understood even by His disciples. At the Last Supper when the Saviour talks to 
them for the last time, they will be in constant doubt as to the meaning of His words. And later when 
He goes into the Garden of Gethsemane before the fearful death that is facing Him, His closest 
disciples, Peter, John and James - whom He chose to go with Him, fall asleep, depressed, tired, 
hopeless. The culmination of this loneliness will be Christ's cry on the cross, "My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me?" Abandoned by men, rejected by the people of Israel He encounters the 
extreme of forsakenness and dies without God, without men, alone, with only His love for God and 
His love for mankind, dying for its sake and for God's glory. 
The beginning of Christ's Passion is today's triumphal procession. The people expected a king, a leader 
- and they found the Savior of their souls. Nothing embitters a person so much as a lost, a 
disappointed hope; and that explains why people who could receive Him like that, who witnessed the 
raising of Lazarus, who saw Christ's miracles and heard His teaching, admired every word, who were 
ready to become His disciples as long as He brought victory, broke away from Him, turned their backs 
on Him and a few days later shouted, "Crucify Him, crucify Him." And Christ spent all those days in 
loneliness, knowing what was in store for Him, abandoned by every one except the Mother of God, 
who stood silently by, as She had done throughout her life, participating in His tragic ascent to the 
Cross; She who had accepted the Annunciation, the Good Tidings, but who also accepted in silence 
Simeon's prophecy that a sword would pierce her heart. 
During the coming days we shall be not just remembering, but be present at Christ's Passion. We shall 
be part of the crowd surrounding Christ and the disciples and the Mother of God. As we hear the 
Gospel readings, as we listen to the prayers of the Church, as one image after another of these days of 
the Passion passes before our eyes, let each one of us ask himself the question, "Where do I stand, who 
am I in this crowd? A Pharisee? A Scribe? A traitor, a coward? Who? Or do I stand among the 
Apostles?" But they too were overcome by fear. Peter denied Him thrice, Judas betrayed Him, John, 
James and Peter went to sleep just when Christ most needed human love and support; the other 
disciples fled; no one remained except John and the Mother of God, those who were bound to Him 
by the kind of love which fears nothing and is ready to share in everything. 
Once more let us ask ourselves who we are and where we stand, what our position in this crowd is. Do 
we stand with hope, or despair, or what? And if we stand with indifference, we too are part of that 
terrifying crowd that surrounded Christ, shuffling, listening, and then going away; as we shall go away 
from church. The Crucifix will be standing here on Thursday and we shall be reading the Gospel 
about the Cross, the Crucifixion and death - and then what will happen? The Cross will remain 
standing, but we shall go away for a rest, go home to have supper, to sleep, to prepare for the fatigues 
of the next day. And during this time Christ is on the Cross, Christ is in the tomb. How awful it is 
that, like the disciples in their day, we are not able to spend one night, one hour with Him. Let us 
think about this, and if we are incapable of doing anything, let us at least realize who we are and where 
we stand, and at the final hour turn to Christ with the cry, the appeal of the thief, Remember me, 
Lord, in Thy Kingdom! Amen. 

!

St. Alexis of Wilkes-Barre Orthodox Christian Church 
   108 East Main Street 
   PO Box 134 
   Clinton, CT 06413      

860-664-9434 !
www.stalexischurch.org

Rev. Steven Hosking, attached • frschosk@me.com • 860-866-5802

Bulletin for Sunday, April 13, 2014 
Entrance of Our Lord into Jerusalem•Tone 6 

Philippians 4:4-9, John 12:1-18 

Commemorations: ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM. PALM SUNDAY. 
Hieromartyr Artemon, Presbyter, of Laodicea in Syria (303). Martyr Crescens, of Myra in 
Lycia. Woman Martyr Thomaïs, of Alexandria (5th c.). 
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Welcome to Our Visitors 

We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy and services. While Holy Communion may 
only be received by prepared Orthodox Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to 
participate in our prayers and hymns and to join us in venerating the Cross and and 
receiving blessed bread at the conclusion of the Liturgy. Feel free to ask questions before or 
after the services. Literature about the Orthodox faith and this parish can be found at the 
candle desk. Please sign our guest book and join us for refreshments and fellowships 
downstairs after Liturgy.



Please pray for: Olga, Vera, Richard, Daria, Daria, Evelyn, Sarah, Nancy, Alla, June, Nina, 
Joan, Luke, Alex, Alan, Nadia, Glenn, Kathryn, Elizabeth, Helen, Mary, Elena, Ivan, Jevon, 
Kyra, and Roderick. 

Many Years! to Nina Naumenko, Christine Jankura, Lisa Egan, Nona Richards and Rick Page 
on the occasion of their birthdays. And during Bright Week, we remember Nicholas Chobar, 
Teddy Konstantino, and Daria Davis. 

The Gospel according to St John the Theologian (12:1-18) 

Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been 
dead, whom He had raised from the dead. There they made Him a supper; and Martha 
served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. Then Mary took a pound 
of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. 
And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three 
hundred denarii and given to the poor? This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but 
because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it. But 
Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. For the poor you have 
with you always, but Me you do not have always. Now a great many of the Jews knew that He 
was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom 
He had raised from the dead. But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, 
because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus. The next day a 
great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem, took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: Hosanna! 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ The King of Israel!” Then Jesus, when 
He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, 
your King is coming, Sitting on a donkey’s colt.” His disciples did not understand these things 
at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written 
about Him and that they had done these things to Him. Therefore the people, who were with 
Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore witness. For 
this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this sign. 
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Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 

THE LORD’S ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM  
1980, 30 March 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. 

Today Christ enters the path not only of His sufferings but of that dreadful loneliness which 
enshrouds Him during all the days of Passion week. The loneliness begins with a 
misunderstanding; the people expect that the Lord's entry into Jerusalem will be the 
triumphant procession of a political leader, of a leader who will free his people from 
oppression, from slavery, from what they consider godlessness - because all paganism or idol-
worship is a denial of the living God. The loneliness will develop further into the dreadful

Sunday, April 13th 
Entrance of Our Lord into Jerusalem 

Akathist to the Divine Passion of Our Lord - 4p 
Service of Bridegroom Matins at 4p - Christ the Savior, Southbury

Monday, April 14th 
1st Royal Hour - 9am 

Bridegroom Matins - 6:30p

Tuesday, April 15th 
3rd Royal Hour - 9am 

Bridegroom Matins - 6:30p

Wednesday, April 16th 
6th Royal Hour - 12p 

Bridegroom Matins - 6:30p 
with the Washing of Feet

Thursday, April 17th 
9th Royal Hour - 12p 

Akathist for Holy Communion - 2p 
Commemoration of the Last Super 

Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil - 3p 
Matins with the Passion Gospels - 6:30p

Friday, April 18th 
Vespers of Great and Holy Friday - 4p 

Matins of Holy Saturday - 6:30p

Saturday, April 19th 
Divine Liturgy  

of Great and Holy Saturday - 9:30 
Blessing of Baskets to follow  
Paschal Nocturnes - 11:30p

Sunday, April 20th 
Pascha of Our Lord and Savior 

Paschal Matins and Divine Liturgy - 12:30a 
Followed by the Agapa Fellowship and the Blessing of Baskets 

Paschal Vespers - 12:30p

Monday, April 21st 
Divine Liturgy for Bright Monday - 9a


