
  Sunday of St Mary of Egypt April 2, 2017

St. Alexis of Wilkes-Barre Orthodox Christian Church
108 East Main Street PO Box 134 Clinton, CT 06413

Scripture Readings 

Galatians 3:23-29 

Luke 7:36-50  

Commemorations 

St Mary of Egypt. Ven. Titus the 
Wonderworker (9th c.). Martyrs 
Amphianus (Apphianus) and 
Edesius (Aedesius) of Lycia 
(306). Martyr Polycarp of 
Alexandria (4th c.). 

Information 

Rev. Steven Hosking, attached 

frsteve@stalexischurch.org 

860.664.9434 (church) 

860.866.5802 (message) 

www.stalexischurch.org

Welcome to our Guests
We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy and services. 
While Holy Communion may only be received by prepared 
Orthodox Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome 
to participate in our prayers and hymns and to join us in 
venerating the Cross and and receiving blessed bread at the 
conclusion of the Liturgy. Please sign our guest card and join 
us for refreshments and fellowship after the services.

Feel free to ask questions before or after the services. Any 
member of our Council or Congregation are glad to assist 
you. Literature about the Orthodox faith and this parish can 
be found in the narthex (back of the Church).

Schedule of Services for Holy Week

Bridegroom Matins - The Ten Virgins
Monday, April 10, 2017 at 6:30 PM

Akathist to the Divine Passion of Christ
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at 8:30 AM

Bridegroom Matins - The Sinful Woman
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at 6:30 PM

Bridegroom Matins - Washing of Feet
Wednesday, April 12, 2017 at 6:30 PM

Akathist of the Holy Supper
Thursday, April 13, 2017 at 8:30 AM

Divine Liturgy of the Last Supper
Thursday, April 13, 2017 at 3:00 PM

Matins of Great and Holy Friday - Reading of the Passion Gospels
Thursday, April 13, 2017 at 6:30 PM

Vespers of the Lord's Entombment
Friday, April 14, 2017 at 3:00 PM

Matins of Great and Holy Saturday
Friday, April 14, 2017 at 6:30 PM

Vesperal Divine Liturgy
Saturday, April 15, 2017 at 11:00 AM

Nocturne, (Midnight Procession, Matins and Divine Liturgy, Agape Meal
Saturday, April 15, 2017 at 11:30 PM

Paschal Vespers
Sunday, April 16, 2017 at 12:00 PM

Bright Monday Divine Liturgy
Monday, April 17, 2017 at 9:30 AM

Anointing with the Oil of Unction will be available after any service up to and 
through Holy Wednesday

Our Parish Council Representatives are:
President - Susan Hayes
Vice President - Deborah Bray 
Secretary - SubDeacon Joseph Brubaker 
Treasurer - Susan Egan
Member at Large - James Pepitone
Member at Large - Demetra Tolis



This week’s services and events

Tuesday, April 4, 2017
8:30a - Lenten Matins followed 

by Bible Study
Wednesday, April 5, 2017

4:30p - Open Doors
6:30p- Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
We are sponsoring the Soup Kitchen

 Thursday, April 6, 2017
8:30a - Daily Matins 
7:00p - Bible Study

Friday, April 7, 2017
8:30a - Akathist to St Tikhon
3:00p - Parish Cleaning
6:30p - Vespers for Lazarus Saturday

 Saturday, April 8, 2017 - Lazarus Saturday
9:30a - Divine Liturgy 

Reception of Kyle and Stephen into the Church
5:30p - ‘Vigil’ for Entrance of Our Lord 

into Jerusalem - Blessing of Palms 

Sunday, April 2, 2017 - Palm Sunday
9:30a - Divine Liturgy
4:00p - Bridegroom Matins at All Saints 

in Hartford
Announcements

On Saturday, April 8th - Lazarus Saturday, 
Stephen Wexell and Kyle Hollis will be received into the 
Orthodox Church. Kyle will be received through 
baptism and chrismation. Stephen will be received 
through chrismation. The prayers of exorcism for Kyle 
will be performed the evening before at Vespers service 
(April 7th).

Please continue to 
pray for… 

Please continue to pray for… 

Robert, Olga, Daria, Daria, Dori, 
John, Evelyn, Alla, June, Nina, 
Joan, John, Alex, Alan, Luke, 
Kathryn, Veronica, Darlyne, Irene, 
Nancy, Dionysian, Elena, Jevon, 
Ivan and Joscean. 

and for…John, Jennifer, Nicholas, 
Isabel, Elizabeth, John, Jordan, 
Michael, Lee, Eva, Neil, Gina, 
Joey, Michael, Madelyn, Sofie, 
Katrina, Olena, and Valeriy. 

and for our catechumens; Kyle 
Hollis and Stephen Wexell. 

This is the last week before we 
begin Holy Week. If you have not 
yet arranged to give your 
confession, please do so as soon 
as possible.

“And behold,” it says, “a woman in the town who was a sinner.” Who is this woman? 
Beyond any doubt, she is the church.…

She heard that Christ had come to the house of the Pharisee, that is, to the 
synagogue. She heard that there, that is, at the Jewish Passover, he had instituted the 
mysteries of his passion, disclosed the sacrament of his body and blood, and revealed the 
secret of our redemption. She ignored the scribes like contemptible doorkeepers. “Woe to 
you lawyers! You who have taken away the key of knowledge.” She broke open the doors of 
quarrels and despised the very superiority of the Pharisaical group. Ardent, panting and 
perspiring, she made her way to the large inner chamber of the banquet of the law. There 
she learned that Christ was betrayed amid sweet cups and a banquet of love.

With her hands of good works, she holds the feet of those who preach his 
kingdom. She washes them with tears of charity, kisses them with praising lips, and pours 
out the whole ointment of mercy, until he will turn her. This means that he will come back 
to her and say to Simon, to the Pharisees, to those who deny, to the nation of the Jews, “I 
came into your house. You gave me no water for my feet.”

When will he speak these words? He will speak them when he will come in the 
majesty of his Father and separate the righteous from the unrighteous like a shepherd who 
separates the sheep from the goats. He will say, “I was hungry, and you did not give me to 
eat. I was thirsty, and you gave me no drink. I was a stranger, and you did not take me in.” 
This is equivalent to saying, “But this woman, while she was bathing my feet, anointing 
them and kissing them, did to the servants what you did not do for the Master.” She did 
for the feet what you refused to the Head. She expended upon the lowliest members what 
you refused to your Creator. Then he will say to the church, “Your sins, many as they are, 
are forgiven you because you have loved much.” - Peter Chrysologus, Sermon 95

The church washes the feet of Christ, wipes them with her hair, anoints them with 
oil, and pours ointment on them. She not only cares for the wounded and caresses the 
weary, but she also moistens them with the sweet perfume of grace. She pours this grace 
not only on the rich and powerful but also on those of lowly birth. She weighs all in an 
equal balance. She receives all into the same bosom. She caresses all in the same embrace.

Christ died once. He was buried once. Nevertheless he wants ointment to be 
poured on his feet each day. What are the feet of Christ on which we pour ointment? 
They are the feet of Christ of whom he himself says, “What you have done for one of the 
least of these, you have done to me.” The woman in the Gospel refreshes these feet. She 
moistens them with her tears when sin is forgiven of the lowest of persons, guilt is washed 
away, and pardon is granted. The one who loves even the least of God’s people kisses these 
feet. The one who makes known the favor of his gentleness to those who are frail anoints 
these feet with ointment. The Lord Jesus himself declares that he is honored in these 
martyrs and apostles. - Ambrose of Milan, Letter 62


