
   4th Sunday after Pentecost July 2, 2017

St. Alexis of Wilkes-Barre Orthodox Christian Church
108 East Main Street PO Box 134 Clinton, CT 06413

Scripture Readings 

Romans 6:18-23 

Matthew 8:5-13 

Commemorations 

The Placing of the Honorable 
Robe of the Most-holy 
Theotokos at Blachernæ* (5th 
c.). St. Photius, Metropolitan of 
Kiev (1431). St. Juvenal, 
Patriarch of Jerusalem (ca. 
458). 

*For a more detailed 
description of this 
commemoration, please see 
the ebulletin. 

Information 

Rev. Steven Hosking, attached 

frsteve@stalexischurch.org 

860.664.9434 (church) 

860.866.5802 (message) 

www.stalexischurch.org

Welcome to our Guests
We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy and services. 
While Holy Communion may only be received by prepared 
Orthodox Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome 
to participate in our prayers and hymns and to join us in 
venerating the Cross and and receiving blessed bread at the 
conclusion of the Liturgy. Please sign our guest card and join 
us for refreshments and fellowship after the services.

Feel free to ask questions before or after the services. Any 
member of our Council or Congregation are glad to assist 
you. Literature about the Orthodox faith and this parish can 
be found in the narthex (back of the Church).

In 1951, Archbishop John was assigned to the Archdiocese of Western Europe with his cathedra in 
Paris. During his time there, he also served as archpastor of the Orthodox Church of France, 
whose restored Gallican liturgy he studied and then celebrated. He was the principal consecrator 
of the Orthodox Church of France's first modern bishop, Jean-Nectaire (Kovalevsky) of Saint-
Denis, and ordained to the priesthood the man who would become its second bishop, Germain 
(Bertrand-Hardy) of Saint-Denis.

In 1962, Archbishop John was assigned to the Diocese of San Francisco, succeeding his long time 
friend Archbishop Tikhon. Archbishop John's days in San Francisco were to prove sorrowful as he 
attempted to heal the great disunity in his community. He was able to bring peace such that the 
new cathedral, dedicated to the Joy of all Who Sorrow Icon of the Mother of God, was 
completed.

Deeply revering Saint John of Kronstadt, Archbishop John played an active role in preparation of 
his canonization.

He reposed during a visit to Seattle on July 2, 1966, while accompanying a tour of the Kursk-Root 
Icon of the Mother of God. He was laid to rest in a crypt chapel under the main altar of the new 
cathedral.

Our Parish Council Representatives are:
President - Susan Hayes
Vice President - Deborah Bray 
Secretary - SubDeacon Joseph Brubaker 
Treasurer - Susan Egan
Member at Large - James Pepitone
Member at Large - Demetra Tolis



This week’s services and events

Tuesday, July 4, 2017
8:30a - Service of Thanksgiving

Wednesday, July 5, 2017 
4:30p - Open Doors
Soup Kitchen (we need volunteers!)

 Thursday, July 6, 2017 
8:30a - Daily Matins 
7:00p - Adult Study - The Sacraments

 Saturday, July 8, 2017 
5:30p - Great Vespers

 Sunday, July 9, 2017
9:30a - Divine Liturgy
Fellowship & Stewardship Ministry

Announcements

Please welcome our new parish members:

Olga Plyakova with her husband, Charles Giessen and 
Athanasula (Sandi) Tanasi with her mother, Sofia Giotis.

Also included in this bulletin is the calendar of services 
and commemorations for the month of July. Please note 
that the last few days of the month have not been ‘filled 
in’ as Anne and I will be taking some vacation time. 
More details to follow.

Please continue to 
pray for… 

Please continue to pray for… 

Deborah, Robert, Ann, Daria, 
Dori, John, Evelyn, June, Nina, 
Joan, John, Alex, Alan, Luke, 
Kathryn, Anastasia, Glenn, 
Veronica, Darlyne, Irene, Nancy, 
Dionysian, Elena, Jevon, Ivan and 
Joscean. And for…John, Jennifer, 
Nicholas, Isabel, Elizabeth, John, 
Jordan, Michael, Lee, Eva, Neil, 
Gina, Joey, Michael, Madelyn, 
Sofie, Katrina, Olena, and Valeriy. 

This week we 
celebrate: 

For Joan Skrobat and Sophia 
Brubaker on the occasion of their 
birthdays. 

Our Father among the Saints John (Maximovitch), Archbishop of Shanghai and San 
Francisco (1896-1966), was a diocesan bishop of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia 
(ROCOR) who served widely from China to France to the United States.
Saint John departed this life on June 19 (O.S.) / July 2 (N.S.), 1966, and was officially glorified by the 
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad on July 2, 1994. His glorification was later recognized for 
universal veneration by the Patriarchate of Moscow on July 2, 2008.

Life
The future Saint John was born on June 4, 1896, in the village of Adamovka in Kharkiv province to 
pious aristocrats, Boris and Glafira Maximovitch. He was given the baptismal name of Michael, 
after the Holy Archangel Michael. In his youth, Michael was sickly and had a poor appetite, but he 
displayed an intense religious interest. He was educated at the Poltava Military School (1907-14); 
Kharkiv Imperial University, from which he received a law degree (in 1918); and the University of 
Belgrade (where he completed his theological education in 1925).
He and his family fled their country as the Bolshevik revolutionaries descended on the country, 
emigrating to Yugoslavia. There, he enrolled in the Department of Theology of the University of 
Belgrade. He was tonsured a monk in 1926 by Metropolitan Anthony (Khrapovitsky) of Kharkov 
(later the first primate of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia). Metropolitan Anthony 
later in 1926 ordained him hierodeacon. Bishop Gabriel of Chelyabinsk ordained him hieromonk 
on November 21, 1926. Subsequent to his ordination he began an active life of teaching in a 
Serbian high school and serving, at the request of local Greeks and Macedonians, in the Greek 
language. With the growth of his popularity, the bishops of the Russian Church Aboard resolved to 
elevate him to the episcopate.
Hieromonk John was consecrated bishop on May 28, 1934, with Metropolitan Anthony serving as 
principal consecrator, after which he was assigned to the Diocese of Shanghai. Twelve years later 
he was named Archbishop of China. Upon his arrival in Shanghai, Bishop John began working to 
restore unity among the various Orthodox nationalities. In time, he worked to build a large 
cathedral church that was dedicated to Surety of Sinners Icon to the Mother of God, with a bell 
tower and large parish house. Additionally, he inspired many activities: building of churches, 
hospitals, and orphanages among the Orthodox and Russians of Shanghai. He was intensely active, 
constantly praying and serving the daily cycle of services, while also visiting the sick with the Holy 
Gifts. He often would walk barefooted even in the coldest days. Yet to avoid the appearance of 
secular glory, he would pretend to act the fool.
With the end of World War II and the coming to power of the communists in China, Bishop John 
led the exodus of his community from Shanghai in 1949. Initially, he helped some 5,000 refugees 
to a camp on the island of Tubabao in the Philippines, while he travelled successfully to 
Washington, D.C., to lobby to amend the law to allow these refugees to enter the United States. It 
was while on this trip that Bishop John took time to establish a parish in Washington dedicated to 
Saint John the Forerunner.

continued on back…


