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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost • Tone 1 
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Commemorations: Afterfeast of the Dormition. Martyr Myron, 
Presbyter, of Cyzicus (254). Ven. Alypius the Iconographer, of the Kiev 
Caves (Near Caves—1114). Martyrs Paul, his sister Juliana, and the 
rest, of Syria (ca. 273). Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius, and Coronatus, with 
others, at Cæsarea in Bithynia (3rd c.). Martyr Patroclus of Troyes (3rd 
c.). Martyrs Straton, Philip, Eutychian and Cyprian, of Nicomedia (ca. 
303). Bl. Theodoretus, Enlightener of the Lapps (Solovétsky Monastery

 Welcome to Our Visitors 

We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy and services. While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox Christians, our non-
Orthodox guests are welcome to participate in our prayers and hymns and to join 
us in venerating the Cross and and receiving blessed bread at the conclusion of the 
Liturgy. Please sign our guest book and join us for refreshments and fellowship 
after the services. !
Feel free to ask questions before or after the services. Any member of our Council 
or Congregation are glad to assist you. Literature about the Orthodox faith and 
this parish can be found at the candle desk.

Vladimir Lossky offers this observation on faith: 
What one quests is already present, precedes us, makes possible our question 
itself. ‘Through faith, we comprehend (we think) how the ages have been 
produced’ (Heb. 11:3). Thus faith allows us to think, it gives us true intelligence. 
Knowledge is given to us by faith, that is to say, by our participatory adherence to 
the presence of Him Who reveals Himself. Faith is therefore not a psychological 
attitude, a mere fidelity. It is an ontological relationship between man and God, 
an internally objective relationship for which the catechumen prepares himself, 
and through which baptism and chrismation are conferred upon the faithful: gifts 
which restore and vivify the deepest nature of man. (From Lossky’s Orthodox 
Theology). !!

Saving faith, as noted above, is a means of perception rooted in a living union with 
God. By it, we are enabled to see in a manner that belongs to God. We have faith in 
God because we perceive the truth of who He is. It is an “ontological relationship 
between man and God.” It is immediately a transformation of our inmost being – 
though the transformation be ever so small. 

Thus the example of Christ – that the least amount of such an existence is capable of 
moving mountains. 

All of this presses us back to our life of prayer and seeking constant union with God 
through dwelling in His name. We do not need to try harder – but to try something 
different. Our mode of seeing, thinking, believing, choosing, etc. are all distorted and 
do not give us the truth of ourselves. Faith, as given by God, is a restoration of that 
true self. 
(Luke 18:8) !
By Fr Stephen Freeman 
http://glory2godforallthings.com/2010/05/01/mustard-seed/ !
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Please continue to pray for: Olga, Vera, Richard, Daria, Daria, Evelyn, Alla, June, 
Nina, Joan, Luke, Alex, Alan, Nadia, Glenn, Kathryn, Elena, Ivan, Jevon, Dori, Kyra, 
Roderick, Albert, Barbara, Irene, Susan, Eva, Richard, Luba and Dionysia.

Many Years! This week we celebrate: Samuel Jankura, William Watson, Skip Bray 
and Kaitlyn Luft on the occasion of their birthdays.

Upcoming Services and Events

Wednesday, August 20, 2014 4:30p - Soup Kitchen

Saturday, August 23, 2014 5:30p - Great Vespers

Sunday, August 24, 2014 9:30a - Divine Liturgy followed by a Choir Meeting

Monday, August 25, 2014 6:00p - Parish Council Mtg

Wednesday, August 27, 2014 No “Open Doors” this week

- Dates to Note - 

Monday, September 1, 2014 - Church New Year  

Sunday, September 7, 2014 - Blessing of Church School students & teachers 

Saturday, September 20, 2014 - Parish Tag Sale 

Sunday, September 21, 2014 - Church School lessons begin 

Wednesday, October 1, 2014 - Book Club - “Heaven is for Real” 

Saturday, October 11, 2014 - Visit by His Eminence Nikon at Great Vespers 

Sunday, October 12, 2014 - Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with His Eminence Nikon 
followed with a catered lunch.

- Announcements -  

Beginning in September, I would like to add Matins to the services offered here at St. 
Alexis. To begin with, we’ll try Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning at 8:30a. These 
services will appear on the calendar in addition to any special Akathist service. If 
earlier works better for anyone please let me know. 

We will also begin a Bible Study in September, but not until after the Tag Sale. I am 
planning on Tuesdays at 6:30p. Please let me know if this doesn’t work for you. 

A Prayer Before any Work 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of the eternal Father, You have said, 
“Without me you can do nothing.” In faith I embrace Your words, O Lord, and bow 
before Your goodness. Help me to complete the work that I am about to begin, for 
Your own glory: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. !

Mustard Seed 
Christ said: “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say 
to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be 
impossible for you (Matthew 17:20). 
+++ !
Skeptics and Naturalists through the years have always had a field-day with this 
verse. I recall a passage in Somerset Maugham’s Of Human Bondage, where a boy 
with a club foot, goes to sleep believing as perfectly and completely as possible, only 
to awake to the same foot he has always had – and with his “faith” in God dashed to 
pieces. I have seen any number of cases – some simple – some more complex – where 
the same sense of the world and the place that faith plays within it – essentially the 
same as the boy in Maugham’s classic story. 

On it’s face, Christ’s statement is absurd. For if even such a tiny measure of faith 
would move mountains – then I have to confess to having seen less than a tiny 
measure of faith, and possessing even less still. But such absurd statements are not 
given to us simply for effect or as exaggeration. Strangely, people read this quote 
from Christ and immediately assume that they know what faith is. 

And this, I believe, is the heart of the matter. The faith spoken of by Christ is a mode 
of seeing, a mode of existence, that is foreign to our experience. Certainly the 
intellectual certainty or confidence that is asserted in the modern world is not the 
faith that moves mountains. Such certainty is simply a variety of opinion and differs 
in no way from the many varieties of opinions which we hold about many things. 
Such faith (intellectual certainty, etc.) requires no particular transformation of the 
person who exercises it. At most, it is a shift in what we may think about something – 
perhaps no more significant than changing the brand of soap we use. 

The Scriptures speak of being saved by grace through faith, but in the debates of the 
Reformation, when the entire relationship with God was largely reduced to a matter 
of legal status, intellectual assent was sufficient for the sake of that argument. But it is 
not sufficient as a proper understanding of saving faith. !

continued… 


