
   14 Sunday after Pentecost September 10, 2017

St. Alexis of Wilkes-Barre Orthodox Christian Church
108 East Main Street PO Box 134 Clinton, CT 06413

Scripture Readings 

Galatians 6:11-16 

John 3:13-17 

Commemorations 

Afterfeast of the Nativity of the 
Theotokos. Sunday before 
Elevation. Martyrs Menodora, 
Metrodora, and Nymphodora, 
at Nicomedia (305-311). Ven. 
Paul the Obedient, of the Kiev 
Caves (Far Caves—13th-14th 
c.). Bl. Prince Andrew, in 
monasticism Joasaph, of 
Kubensk (Vologda—1453). 
Apostles Apelles, Lucius, and 
Clement of the Seventy (1st c.). 
Martyr Barypsabas in Dalmatia 
(2nd c.). Rt. Blv. Pulcheria, the 
Empress of the Greeks (453). 
Ss. Peter and Paul, Bishops of 
Nicaea (9th c.). 

Information 

Rev. Steven Hosking, attached 

frsteve@stalexischurch.org 

860.664.9434 (church) 

860.866.5802 (message) 

www.stalexischurch.org

Welcome to our Guests
We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy and services. 
While Holy Communion may only be received by prepared 
Orthodox Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome 
to participate in our prayers and hymns and to join us in 
venerating the Cross and and receiving blessed bread at the 
conclusion of the Liturgy. Please sign our guest card and join 
us for refreshments and fellowship after the services.

Feel free to ask questions before or after the services. Any 
member of our Council or Congregation are glad to assist 
you. Literature about the Orthodox faith and this parish can 
be found in the narthex (back of the Church).

Our Parish Council Representatives are:
President - Susan Hayes
Vice President - Deborah Bray 
Secretary - SubDeacon Joseph Brubaker 
Treasurer - Susan Egan
Member at Large - James Pepitone
Member at Large - Demetra Tolis

The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity and virtue not only all mankind, but also the 
angels. She was manifest as the living Temple of God, so the Church sings in its festal hymns: 
“the East Gate... bringing Christ into the world for the salvation of our souls” (2nd Stikhera on 
“Lord, I Have Cried”, Tone 6).
The Nativity of the Theotokos marks the change of the times when the great and comforting 
promises of God for the salvation of the human race from slavery to the devil are about to be 
fulfilled. This event has brought to earth the grace of the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of Truth, 
piety, virtue and everlasting life. The Theotokos is revealed to all of us by grace as a merciful 
Intercessor and Mother, to Whom we have recourse with filial devotion.

Prayer for Those in Need
O Christ, Who alone art our Defender: Be mindful, O Lord, of the young and the old; orphans 
and widows; the sick and the suffering, the sorrowing and the afflicted, all captives, and the needy 
poor; upon them all send forth thy mercies, for thou art the Giver of all good things.

Prayer for Peace
Almighty God and Creator, You are the Father of all people on the earth. Guide, I pray, all the 
nations and their leaders in the ways of justice and peace. Protect us from the evils of injustice, 
prejudice, exploitation, conflict and war. Help us to put away mistrust, bitterness and hatred. 
Teach us to cease the storing and using of implements of war. Lead us to find peace, respect and 
freedom. Unite us in the making and sharing of tools of peace against ignorance, poverty, disease 
and oppression. Grant that we may grow in harmony and friendship as brothers and sisters 
created in Your image, to Your honor and praise. Amen.

For the Sick
O holy Father, heavenly Physician of our souls and bodies, who hast sent thine Only-begotten 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ to heal all our ailments and deliver us from death: do thou visit and 
heal thy servants in our world who are sick, granting them release from pain and restoration to 
health and vigor, that they may give thanks unto thee and bless thy holy Name, of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen

Prayers in Time of Need
Almighty God, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, come to my help and deliver me 
from this difficulty that besets me. I believe Lord, that all trials of life are under Your care and 
that all things work for the good of those who love You. Take away from me fear, anxiety and 
distress. Help me to face and endure my difficulty with faith, courage and wisdom. Grant that 
this trial may bring me closer to You for You are my rock and refuge, my comfort and hope, my 
delight and joy. I trust in Your love and compassion. Blessed is Your name, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 



This week’s services and events

  Tuesday, September 12, 2017 
8:30a - Daily Matins
12:00p - Clinton Clergy Meeting

    Wednesday, September 13, 2017 
4:30p - Open Doors
6:30p - Vesperal Divine Liturgy 

Exaltation of the Cross

    Thursday, September 14, 2017
8:30a - Akathist to the Precious Cross
6:00p - Parish Council Meeting

    Saturday, September 16, 2017 
5:30p - Great Vespers

    Sunday, September 17, 2017
9:30a - Divine Liturgy
Evangelism and Outreach Ministry

Announcements

For the month of September, we will be sponsoring a 
school supplies collection. Please see the electronic-
bulletin for more details.

We also continue to offer support to the victims of the 
hurricanes through contributions to IOCC.

We are in need to replacing three positions on the 
Parish Council for next year. Demetra Tolis' and 
Deborah Bray's terms each conclude, and we will need 
to fill the remainder of Bill Brubaker's term (1 year) as 
he will not be able to complete the work he started.

Please continue to 
pray for… 

Please continue to pray for… 

Subdeacon Joseph, Sophia, 
Deborah, Robert, Ann, Daria, 
Dori, John, Evelyn, June, Nina, 
Joan, John, Alex, Alan, Luke, 
Kathryn, Anastasia, Glenn, 
Veronica, Darlyne, Irene, Nancy, 
Dionysian, Elena, Jevon, Ivan and 
Joscean. And for…John, Jennifer, 
Nicholas, Isabel, Elizabeth, John, 
Jordan, Michael, Lee, Eva, Neil, 
Gina, Joey, Michael, Madelyn, 
Sofie, Katrina, Olena, Valeriy, 
Olga, Tatiana, Dimitri, Alexander 
and Maxim. 

This week we 
celebrate: 

Kathryn Jankura, Isaac Freeman 
and Melissa Josefiak on the 
occasion of their birthdays. 

The Nativity of our Most Holy Lady the Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary 

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary: The Most Holy 
Virgin Mary was born at a time when people had reached such a degree of moral decay 
that it seemed altogether impossible to restore them. People often said that God must 
come into the world to restore faith and not permit the ruin of mankind.
The Son of God chose to take on human nature for the salvation of mankind, and chose as 
His Mother the All-Pure Virgin Mary, who alone was worthy to give birth to the Source of 
purity and holiness.
The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary is celebrated by 
the Church as a day of universal joy. Within the context of the Old and the New 
Testaments, the Most Blessed Virgin Mary was born on this radiant day, having been 
chosen before the ages by Divine Providence to bring about the Mystery of the 
Incarnation of the Word of God. She is revealed as the Mother of the Savior of the World, 
Our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small city of Galilee, Nazareth. Her parents 
were Righteous Joachim of the tribe of the Prophet-King David, and Anna from the tribe 
of the First Priest Aaron. The couple was without child, since Saint Anna was barren.
Having reached old age, Joachim and Anna did not lose hope in God’s mercy. They had 
strong faith that for God everything is possible, and that He would be able to overcome 
the barrenness of Anna even in her old age, as He had once overcame the barrenness of 
Sarah, spouse of the Patriarch Abraham. Saints Joachim and Anna vowed to dedicate the 
child which the Lord might give them, to the service of God in the Temple.
Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew nation as a Divine punishment for sin, 
and therefore the righteous Saints Joachim and Anna had to endure abuse from their own 
countrymen. On one of the feastdays at the Temple in Jerusalem the elderly Joachim 
brought his sacrifice to offer to God, but the High Priest would not accept it, considering 
him to be unworthy since he was childless.
Saint Joachim in deep grief went into the wilderness, and there he prayed with tears to the 
Lord for a child. Saint Anna wept bitterly when she learned what had happened at the 
Jerusalem Temple. Never once did she complain against the Lord, but rather she prayed to 
ask God’s mercy on her family.
The Lord fulfilled her petitions when the pious couple had attained to extreme old age 
and prepared themselves by virtuous life for a sublime calling: to be the parents of the 
Most Holy Virgin Mary, the future Mother of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous message that their prayers 
were heard by God, and of them would be born a most blessed daughter Mary, through 
Whom would come the Salvation of all the World. (Continued on back…)


