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Pastor’s Note 
Glory to Jesus Christ!

The transfiguration of Christ is one of the central events 
recorded in the gospels. Immediately after the Lord was 
recognized by His apostles as “the Christ [Messiah], the Son of 
the Living God,” He told them that “He must go up to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things . . . and be killed and on the third day be 
raised” (Mt 16). The announcement of Christ’s approaching 
passion and death was met with indignation by the disciples. And 
then, after rebuking them, the Lord took Peter, James, and John 
“up to a high mountain”—by tradition Mount Tabor—and was 
“transfigured before them.”

. . . and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became white as snow 
and behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with Him. 
And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is well that we are here; if you wish I 
will make three booths here, one for You and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.” He was still speaking when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, 
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Highlighted Charity 

Orthodox New England (ONE) 
Stewards Appeal  

Donations to ONE Stewards 
help support the Diocesan 
Youth Rally directly and 
through sponsoring a 
participant. They provide 
support for seminary 
scholarships, New England 
mission communities and 
diocese support for charities 
such as IOCC, OCMC, Project 
Mexico and others. 

Send your donations to: ONE 
Stewards, PO Box 1182, 
Torrington, CT  06790 

Prayer Requests 

Please continue to pray for the 
servants of God: 

Our catechumens - Joe 
Barbera, Kyle Hollis and 
Stephen Wexell 

And for the health and well-
being of - Joan Novarro, June 
Sacatos Bronen, Alla 
Hamesevich, Olga Kucharski 
and Daria Krawchuk
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and a voice from the cloud said, “This is My Beloved Son, with Whom I 
am well pleased; listen to Him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell on 
their faces with awe. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and 
have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but 
Jesus only. And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised 
from the dead” (Mt 17.1–92, see also Mk 9.1–9; Lk 9.28–36; 2 Pet 
1.16–18).

The Jewish Festival of Booths was a feast of the dwelling of God 
with men, and the transfiguration of Christ reveals how this 
dwelling takes place in and through the Messiah, the Son of God 
in human flesh. There is little doubt that Christ’s transfiguration 
took place at the time of the Festival of Booths, and that the 
celebration of the event in the Christian Church became the 
New Testamental fulfillment of the Old Testamental feast in a 
way similar to the feasts of Passover and Pentecost.

In the Transfiguration, the apostles see the glory of the Kingdom 
of God present in majesty in the person of Christ. They see that 
“in Him, indeed, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,” 
that “in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” (Col 1.19, 
2.9). They see this before the crucifixion so that in the 
resurrection they might know Who it is Who has suffered for 
them, and what it is that this one, Who is God, has prepared for 
those who love Him. This is what the Church celebrates in the 
feast of the Transfiguration.

Thou wast transfigured on the mount. O Christ God, revealing Thy glory 
to Thy disciples as they could bear it. Let Thine everlasting light shine 
upon us sinners. Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Giver of Light, 
glory to Thee (Troparion).

On the mountain wast Thou transfigured, O Christ God, and Thy 
disciples beheld Thy glory as far as they could see it; so that when they 
would behold Thee crucified, they would understand that Thy suffering 
was voluntary, and would proclaim to the world that Thou art truly the 
Radiance of the Father (Kontakion).

Besides the fundamental meaning which the event of the 
Transfiguration has in the context of the life and mission of 
Christ, and in addition to the theme of the glory of God which is 
revealed in all of its divine splendor in the face of the Saviour, the 
presence of Moses and Elijah is also of great significance for the 
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Celebrations and 
Commemorations 

This month we celebrate the 
birthdays of:  

Michael Kuziak, Susan Davis, 
Deborah and Skip Bray, Kaitlyn 
Luft, Susan Egan, Ed Hayes, 
Anastasia Elliott, Irene Kaiser, 
Sam Jankura, Stasia 
PenkoffLidbeck and Theo 
Freeman. 

Fr Steven and Anne Hosking 
celebrate their anniversary. 

God grant you all many years! 

We also remember Helen 
Skrobat, who has fallen asleep in 
the Lord. Memory Eternal! 

Remember, also, the participants 
of the Diocesan Youth Rally in 
your prayers! 
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understanding and celebration of the feast. Many of the hymns 
refer to these two leading figures of the Old Covenant as do the 
three scripture readings of Vespers which tell of the manifestation 
of the glory of God to these holy men of old (Ex 24.12–18; 33.11–
34.8; 1 Kg 19.3–16).

Moses and Elijah, according to the liturgical verses, are not only 
the greatest figures of the Old Testament who now come to 
worship the Son of God in glory; they also are not merely two of 
the holy men to whom God has revealed Himself in the 
prefigurative theophanies of the Old Covenant of Israel. These 
two figures actually stand for the Old Testament itself: Moses for 
the Law and Elijah for the Prophets. And Christ is the fulfillment 
of the Law and the Prophets (Mt 5.17).

They also stand for the living and dead, for Moses died and his 
burial place is known, while Elijah was taken alive into heaven in 
order to appear again to announce the time of God’s salvation in 
Christ the Messiah.

Thus, in appearing with Jesus on the mount of Transfiguration, 
Moses and Elijah show that the Messiah Saviour is here, and that 
He is the Son of God to Whom the Father Himself bears witness, 
the Lord of all creation, of the Old and New Testaments, of the 
living and the dead. The Transfiguration of Christ in itself is the 
fulfillment of all of the theophanies and manifestations of God, a 
fulfillment made perfect and complete in the person of Christ. The 
Transfiguration of Christ reveals to us our ultimate destiny as 
Christians, the ultimate destiny of all men and all creation to be 
transformed and glorified by the majestic splendor of God 
Himself.

There is little doubt that the feast of the Transfiguration of Christ 
belonged first to the pre-Easter season of the Church. It was 
perhaps celebrated on one of the Sundays of Lent. Besides certain 
historical evidence and the fact that today St Gregory Palamas, the 
great teacher of the Transfiguration of Christ, is commemorated 
during Lent, the event itself is one which is definitely connected 
with the approaching death and resurrection of the Saviour.

. . . for when they would behold Thee crucified, they would understand that 
Thy suffering was voluntary (Kontakion).

The feast of the Transfiguration is presently celebrated on the 
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Clinton Community 
Corner 

Are You Interested in Lending a 
Hand? 

Meal Site Cooks are needed at 
several of our sites and the pantries 
need people to help guests to their 
cars with their groceries.  If you 
know someone who would like to 
volunteer, please let them know that 
we would love their help.  

The first step would be for them to 
come to one of our new volunteer 
meetings which are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at 
336 Grace Episcopal Church, Main 
Street, Old Saybrook. The meeting 
for adults is from 6:30pm to 8pm. 
Meeting for teens and court 
ordered community service 
volunteers is from 5:30 pm to 6:15 
pm.  No pre-registration is 
required.   

www.shorelinesoupkitchens.org/
give-help/donate-time 
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sixth of August, probably for some historical reason. The summer celebration of the feast, however, has 
lent itself very well to the theme of transfiguration. The blessing of grapes, as well as other fruits and 
vegetables on this day is the most beautiful and adequate sign of the final transfiguration of all things in 
Christ. It signifies the ultimate flowering and fruitfulness of all creation in the paradise of God’s unending 
Kingdom of Life where all will he transformed by the glory of the Lord. ~ Fr Thomas Hopko

Ministry Reports

Buildings and Grounds: 

Thank you to Vinny Melesko for powerwashing the exterior of the church! And also Luba Martins and 
her grandson, Hunter, for clearing out the garden plot and planting new shrubbery at the back of the 
church.

Since this report was written, the Spring Parish Cleaning event took place. The turnout was quite low. 
The following projects were completed or worked on: 1) The garden area near the back basement 
windows was cleaned out and new bushes were planted and mulched. 2) Other foundation and parking 
lots bushes were trimmed. 3) The flower garden along the driveway was weeded and mulched. 4) The west 
side of the Red House still needs weeding and tending to. 5) The Sanctuary, Basement and Office/Kitchen/
Bathroom Areas were all cleaned. 6) The white bench on the front porch of the church will be cleaned 
and painted by Susan Egan.

Fellowship and Stewardship: 

On August 12th and 13th, the parish will be hosting a Liturgical Singing Workshop. We need volunteers to 
help provide hospitality on both days.  If you can't sing but love the music and can help please see Fr 
Steven. 

A chairperson for this ministry is still needed!

Outreach and Evangelism:

Summer Food Donations

Summer is a quiet time for food donations - and the need is great -- please consider the many ways to 
help:

• Vacationers - remember to donate your nonperishable food at the end of your stay.
• Summer groups - beach clubs, athletes and youth groups - please hold a Food Drive for SSKP.
• Gardeners - Donate extra fresh produce from your garden.
• Summer Camps - contact us when camp is coming to a close to donate unused food.
All donations, no matter what the size, are greatly appreciated. 

http://www.shorelinesoupkitchens.org/give-help/donate-food
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This ministry met June 12 during coffee hour. 1) Dori Kuziak volunteered to be the Chairperson and Daria 
Krawchuk volunteered to be the secretary. 2) A charity will be chosen to be supported during each of the 
4 major fasting periods during the church year. 3) The ministry will meet during coffee hour on the first 
Sunday of each month. This coming month’s meeting will be on the second Sunday, July 10, since July 3 is 
part of Fourth of July weekend. 4) During the second week of each month, the St. Alexis Parish members 
should plan on helping out at the Clinton Community Garden. Our support of this garden has declined 
remarkably and we would like to get more involvement by any members that are able to help. There are 
many different tasks that need to be completed at the garden, so there is something to do for anyone able 
to give of their time and talent. If you have any questions please contact Bill Brubaker.

Red House:

The Red House ministry met on July 11. Melissa Josefiak gave a presentation on the research she and Alex 
Martins have been doing on the internet and at state and town historical societies. Her work is focused 
on people and architectural significance in the context of the history of Clinton.

The Red House was part of the original 1665 allotment of thirty householders in the settlement of 
Killingworth whose southern part is now Clinton. By 1822 the house was owned by the Williams family. 
The site has had at least nine owners in the past one hundred years. We have a photo of the Red House 
when it was an antiques store during the Great Depression, taken as part of a WPA project to record 
historic buildings. Alex discovered that American Impressionist Guy Wiggins painted the house twice in 
the 1940s. Both paintings are believed to be in private hands. 

The next steps include:
1. Conduct full title searches at the Clinton and Killingworth town halls to fill in ownership gaps.
2. Use ancestry.com to clear up the Williams genealogy.
3. Check census records to determine all occupants of the house.
4. Contact the CT Trust for Historic Preservation to seek assistance of a Circuit Rider.
5. Meet with Richard Hanley who conducted research on the Red House some fifteen years ago.
6. Follow  with the Clinton Historical Society on their reported interest in the stone house.

Council Meeting Minutes
New Business:  

The Clinton Historical Society has expressed an interest in purchasing the stone smoke house on our 
property. The council will pursue their interest in this purchase, but this sale would have to be approved 
by the Parish

Work on perfecting the Parish Phone Chain is continuing

Our church has been approved as the location of the 2019 Diocesan Assembly which will correspond with 
our 25th Anniversary Celebration year. Susan Hayes has volunteered to chair this event. Please see her if 
you would like to help. 
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Ideally each ministry should have both a chairperson and recording secretary in addition to the Council 
liaison.

Highlighted Activities and Events

Choir Workshop August 12th and 13th

Parish Picnic August 27th 
The sign up sheet is out! Yes, that is a Saturday. Pray for good 
weather as there will be no rain date.

Tag Sale September 17th
All proceeds to go to a local or other designated charities.

Bible Study Beginning after Labor Day
We will begin a new Bible Study which will look Genesis, Creation 
and Mankind's role as the epitome of creation. A schedule of 
lessons will be forth-coming soon.

www.stalexischurch.org 860-664-9434 �6


