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Bulletin for Sunday, May 22, 2022

Welcome

Jesus Christ taught us to
love and serve all people,
regardless of their
ethnicity or nationality.
To understand that, we
need to look no further
than to the Parable of the
Good Samaritan (Luke
10:25-37). Every time we
celebrate the Divine

Liturgy, it is offered "on behalf of all, and for
all." As Orthodox Christians we stand against

racism and bigotry. All human beings share
one common identity as children of
God. "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor
free, male nor female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)

Members of our Parish Council are:
Joseph Barbera - Council Member at Large
Susan Davis- Council Member at Large
Carolyn Neiss - President
Marlene Melesko - Vice President
Susan Egan - Treasurer
Dn Timothy Skuby - Secretary

Parish Shared Folder - http://bit.ly/St-Alexis

http://www.stalexischurch.org
mailto:stalexis@dneoca.org
mailto:frsteve@stalexischurch.org
mailto:dntimothy@stalexischurch.org
http://stalexischurch.org/schedule.html


Parish Members' Directory -
https://stalexischurch.sharepoint.com (See Fr
Steven for login information)

Pastoral Care - General Information

Emergency Sick Calls can be made at any
time. Please call Fr Steven at (860) 866-5802,
when a family member is admitted to the
hospital.
Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament of
Unction is available in Church, the hospital, or
your home, for anyone who is sick and
suffering, however severe. 
Marriages and Baptisms require early
planning, scheduling and selections of
sponsors (crown bearers or godparents). See
Father before booking dates and reception
halls!
Funerals are celebrated for practicing
Orthodox Christians. Please see Father for
details. The Church opposes cremation; we
cannot celebrate funerals for cremations.

Announcements

Please keep His Beatitude, Metropolitan
Tikhon in your prayers as he has contracted
COVID.

 

Children Need School Supplies!
Organize a back to school supply drive for kids
in your area, or join our nation-wide
community by organizing a fundraiser
supporting FOCUS North America’s national
programs. More information below on this
page!
Learn More

Provide Backpacks
For a small cost ($10 for an empty backpack),
FOCUS can provide you with empty
backpacks, connect you with a local school or
school district, and provide a list of needed
school supplies. With these resources, you
finish the project on the ground by collecting
items to fill each backpack and deliver them to
your local partner.
I'm Interested!

Provide Backpacks + Supply Kits
If you would like to bulk-purchase school
supply items instead of collecting them, we
can send you backpacks + school supply kits
($25 per backpack + supply kit) directly to
your parish, where you can organize a packing
party, or to your community partner, who will
distribute the filled backpacks to children who
need them before the school year begins!
I'm Interested!

You Make a Difference!
So far, you have helped FOCUS provide
13,795 backpacks filled with supplies to
children in need!
Start a Fundraiser!

Biblical Cross References

I have added a new section to the bulletin
called "Biblical Cross References". The point
of this section is to provide a path as to how
the day's Gospel is the fulfillment of the Old
Testament Law and Prophets as well as a
means of pointing to our future journey as
well. Cross referencing, in part is how I
prepare for the sermons, and it is also
provides a means of deeping our
understanding of God's work in the life
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of Christians. By using cross referencing, we
can further our own understanding of
Scripture as a living, not stagnant, entity in
our lives.

Prayers, Intercessions and
Commemorations

Archpriest Dennis,
Archpriest Michael,
Priest Ceraphim, Deacon
Timothy, Evelyn,
Katheryn, Anne, Aaron,
Veronica, Richard,
Nancy, Susanne, Gail,
Kelley, Nina, Ellen,
Maureen, Elizabeth,
Christopher, Joshua,
Jennifer, Petra, Olivia,
Jessica, Sean, Sarah,
Justin, Edward, Dayna

and Maria.

Please pray for our catecumen David.

Many Years to: Sophia and William Brubaker,
to Vinny and Marlene Melesko, to Dori and
Michael Kuziak on the occasion of their
anniversaries; and to Kathryn Brubaker and
Alexander Melesko on the occasion of their
birthdays.

___

Pray for: All those confined to hospitals,
nursing homes, and their own homes
due to illness; for all those who serve in
the armed forces; widows, orphans,
prisoners, victims of violence, and
refugees;
All those suffering chronic illness,
financial hardship, loneliness,

addictions, abuse, abandonment and
despair; those who are homeless, those
who are institutionalize, those who
have no one to pray for them;
All Orthodox seminarians & families; all
Orthodox monks and nuns, and all
those considering monastic life; all
Orthodox missionaries and their
families.
All those who have perished due to
hatred, intolerance and pestilence; all
those departed this life in the hope of
the Resurrection.

___

Samaritan Woman. Martyr Basiliscus, Bishop
of Comana (ca. 308). Commemoration of the
Second Ecumenical Council (381). St. John
(Vladimir), Ruler of Serbia (1015). Monastic
Martyr Paul of the Lavra (Mt. Athos—1818).

Prayer for family and friends in the
Ukraine and Russia

Hope, Myron, Daniel, Stepan, Galina, Maria, Vladislav, Juliana, Oksana, Novel

If you have specific names of anyone you
would like to have included here, please send
them to Fr Steven.

 

Parish Calendar

Schedule of Services and Events

May 22 to May 30, 2022

Sunday, May 22
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
9:30AM Divine Liturgy



Monday, May 23
Michael the Confessor, Bishop of Synnada
Brubaker
Church Cleaning: Maureen Skuby

Tuesday, May 24
Melesko
Symeon the Stylite of the Mountain
8:30AM Daily Matins

Wednesday, May 25
Third Finding of the Precious Head of St.
John the Baptist
4:30PM Open Doors

Thursday, May 26
Kathryn Brubaker
5th Thursday after Pascha
8:30AM Daily Matins

Friday, May 27
Alexander Melesko
The Holy Hieromartyr Helladius

Saturday, May 28
Hieromartyr Eutychius, Bishop of Melitene
Michael & Dori Kuziak
5:30PM Great Vespers

Sunday, May 29
Greg & Christine Jankura
Sunday of the Blind Man
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, May 30
6th Monday after Pascha

Saints and Feasts

May 22

Basiliscus the Martyr, Bishop of Comana

This Martyr was from the city of Amasia on
the Black Sea, and a nephew of Saint
Theodore the Tyro (Feb. 17). When his fellow
Martyrs Eutropius and Cleonicus had been
crucified (see Mar.8), Basiliscus was shut up
in prison. As he was praying the Lord to count
him also worthy to finish his course as a
martyr, the Lord appeared to him, telling him
first to go to his kinsmen and bid them
farewell, which he did. When it was learned
that he had left the prison, soldiers came after
him, and brought him to Comana of
Cappadocia, compelling him to walk in iron
shoes set with nails. He was beheaded at
Comana, and his body was cast into the river,
during the reign of Diocletian (284-305).

May 22

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

One of the most ancient cities of the Promised
Land was Shechem, also called Sikima,
located at the foot of Mount Gerazim. There
the Israelites had heard the blessings in the
days of Moses and Jesus of Navi. Near to this
town, Jacob, who had come from Mesopotamia
in the nineteenth century before Christ,
bought a piece of land where there was a well.
This well,



preserved even until the time of Christ, was
known as Jacob's Well. Later, before he died in
Egypt, he left that piece of land as a special
inheritance to his son Joseph (Gen. 49:22).
This town, before it was taken into possession
by Samaria, was also the leading city of the
kingdom of the ten tribes. In the time of the
Romans it was called Neapolis, and at present
Nablus. It was the first city in Canaan visited
by the Patriarch Abraham. Here also, Jesus of
Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes of Israel for
the last time. Almost three hundred years
later, all Israel assembled there to make
Roboam (Rehoboam) king.

When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at
midday to this city, which is also called Sychar
(John 4:5), He was wearied from the journey
and the heat, and He sat down at this well.
After a little while the Samaritan woman
mentioned in today's Gospel passage came to
draw water. As she conversed at some length
with the Lord and heard from Him secret
things concerning herself, she believed in
Him; through her many other Samaritans also
believed.

Concerning the Samaritans we know the
following: In the year 721 before Christ,
Salmanasar (Shalmaneser), King of the
Assyrians, took the ten tribes of the kingdom
of Israel into captivity, and relocated all these
people to Babylon and the land of the Medes.
From there he gathered various nations and
sent them to Samaria. These nations had been
idolaters from before. Although they were later
instructed in the Jewish faith and believed in
the one God, they worshipped the idols also.
Furthermore, they accepted only

the Pentateuch of Moses, and rejected the
other books of Holy Scripture. Nonetheless,
they thought themselves to be descendants of
Abraham and Jacob. Therefore, the pious Jews
named these Judaizing and idolatrous peoples
Samaritans, since they lived in Samaria, the
former leading city of the Israelites, as well as
in the other towns thereabout. The Jews
rejected them as heathen and foreigners, and
had no communion with them at all, as the
Samaritan woman observed, "the Jews have no
dealings with the Samaritans" (John 4:9).
Therefore, the name Samaritan is used
derisively many times in the Gospel
narrations. After the Ascension of the Lord,
and the descent of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, the woman of Samaria was
baptized by the holy Apostles and became a
great preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was
called Photine, and her feast is kept on
February 26.

May 24

Saint Vincent of Lerins

Saint Vincent was born in Toul in Gaul; he
was the brother of Saint Lupus, Bishop of
Troyes, who was a companion of Saint
Germanus of Auxerre. Saint Vincent was first
a soldier, then left the world to become a
monk of the renowned monastery of Lerins,
where he was also ordained priest. He is
known for his Commonitorium, which he wrote
as an aid to distinguish the true teachings of
the Church from the confusions of heretics; his
most memorable saying is that Christians must
follow that Faith which has been believed
"everywhere, always,



and by all." He wrote the Commonitorium
about the year 434, three years after the
Third Ecumenical Council in Ephesus, which
he mentions in the Commonitorium, and
defends calling the holy Virgin Theotokos,
"She who gave birth to God," in opposition to
the teachings of Nestorius which were
condemned at the Third Council.

Without identifying by name Augustine,
Bishop of Hippo, Saint Vincent condemns his
doctrine of Grace and predestination, calling it
heresy to teach of "a certain great and special
and altogether personal grace of God [which is
given to the predestined elect] without any
labour, without any effort, without any
industry, even though they neither ask, nor
seek, nor knock" (Commonitorium, ch. XXVI).
See also Saint John Cassian, February 29;
Saint John Cassian wrote his refutations
before, and Saint Vincent after, the
condemnation of Nestorius at the Third
Council in 431, and the death of Augustine in
430. Saint Vincent reposed in peace about the
year 445.

May 25

Third Finding of the Precious Head of St.
John the Baptist

Because of the vicissitudes of time, the
venerable head of the holy Forerunner was
lost for a third time and rediscovered in
Comana of Cappadocia through a revelation to
'a certain priest, but it was found not, as
before, in a clay jar, but in a silver vessel, and
"in a sacred place." It was taken from Comana
to Constantinople and was

met with great solemnity by the Emperor, the
Patriarch, and the clergy and people. See also
February 24.

May 26

Carpos and Alphaeus, Apostles of the 70

This holy Apostle was numbered with the
Seventy, and ministered unto the holy Apostle
Paul, journeying with him and conveying his
epistles unto those to whom they were written.
He became Bishop of Beroea in Thrace, where
he endured great tribulations while bringing
many of the heathen to holy Baptism, and also
suffered martyrdom there. Saint Paul
mentions him in II Timothy 4:13.

Hymns of the Day

Priest: “Blessed is the
Kingdom…” 
Choir: “Amen.”
Priest: “Christ is risen…
“ (2 ½ times)
Choir: “and upon those
in the tombs bestowing
life!”

(The Divine Liturgy is begun in this manner
until the Leavetaking of Pascha.)

Tone 4 Troparion (Resurrection)

When the women disciples of the Lord
learned from the angel the joyous message of
Your Resurrection,
they cast away the ancestral curse
and elatedly told the apostles:



“Death is overthrown!
Christ God is risen,//
granting the world great mercy!”

Tone 8 Troparion (Midfeast)

In the middle of the feast, O Savior,
fill my thirsting soul with the waters of piety,
as You cried to all: 
“If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink!”// 
O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to
You!

Tone 8 Kontakion (Pentecostarion)

The Samaritan Woman came to the well in
faith;
she saw You, the Water of wisdom and drank
abundantly.//
She inherited the Kingdom on high, and is
ever glorified!

Tone 4 Kontakion (Midfeast)

Christ God, the Creator and Master of all,
cried to all in the midst of the feast of the
Law:
“Come and draw the water of immortality!”
We fall before You and faithfully cry://
“Grant us Your mercies, for You are the
Fountain of our life!”

 

(Instead of “It is truly meet…,” we sing:)

The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace:
“Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: Rejoice,
your Son is risen from His three days in the
tomb!
With Himself He has raised all the dead.”

Rejoice, O ye people!

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem!
The glory of the Lord has shone on you.
Exult now, and be glad, O Zion!
Be radiant, O pure Theotokos,
in the Resurrection of your Son!

Communion Hymn

Communion Hymn

Receive the Body of Christ; taste the fountain
of immortality!
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him
in the highest! (Ps. 148:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Priest: “In the fear of God…”
Choir: “Blessed is He that comes in the Name
of the Lord… “
Priest: “O God, save Your people… “
Choir: “Christ is risen from the dead… “ (sung
once, instead of “We have seen the True
Light…)
Priest: “Always, now and ever…”
Choir: “Let our mouths be filled…”

At the Dismissal, the Priest says: “Glory to
You, O Christ…” and the choir sings “Christ is
risen from the dead…” (thrice).

And unto us He has given eternal life.
Let us worship His Resurrection on the third
day!

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Prokeimenon. 4th Tone. Psalm 103.24,1. 



O Lord, how manifold are your works. You
have made all things in wisdom. 
Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles
11:19-30.

In those days, those apostles who were
scattered because of the persecution that
arose over Stephen traveled as far as
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking
the word to none except Jews. But there were
some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who
on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also,
preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the
Lord was with them, and a great number that
believed turned to the Lord. News of this came
to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and
they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came
and saw the grace of God, he was glad; and
he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the
Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was a good
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a
large company was added to the Lord. So
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and
when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the
church, and taught a large company of people;
and in Antioch the disciples were for the first
time called Christians. Now in these days
prophets came down from Jerusalem to
Antioch. And one of them named Agabos stood
up and foretold by the Spirit that there would
be a great famine over all the world; and this
took place in the days of Claudius. And the
disciples determined, every one according to
his ability, to send relief to the brethren who
lived in Judea, and they did so, sending it to
the elders

Gospel Reading

by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 
The Reading is from John 4:5-42

At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria,
called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to
his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and so
Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat
down beside the well. It was about the sixth
hour.

There came a woman of Samaria to draw
water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." For
his disciples had gone away into the city to
buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him,
"How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a
woman of Samaria?" For Jews have no
dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her,
"If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that
is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would
have asked him and he would have given you
living water." The woman said to him, "Sir, you
have nothing to draw with, and the well is
deep; where do you get that living water? Are
you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us
the well, and drank from it himself, and his
sons, and his cattle?" Jesus said to her,
"Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst
again, but whoever drinks of the water that I
shall give him will never thirst; the water that
I shall give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life." The woman
said to him, "Sir, give me this water, that I
may not thirst, nor come here to draw."



Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and
come here." The woman answered him, "I
have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are
right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you
have had five husbands, and he whom you now
have is not your husband; this you said truly."
The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that
you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on
this mountain; and you say that Jerusalem is
the place where men ought to worship." Jesus
said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is
coming when neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You
worship what you do not know; we worship
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.
But the hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to
worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth."
The woman said to him, "I know that the
Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ);
when he comes, he will show us all things."
Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he."

Just then his disciples came. They marveled
that he was talking with a woman, but none
said, "What do you wish?" or, "Why are you
talking with her?" So the woman left her water
jar, and went away into the city and said to the
people, "Come, see a man who told me all that
I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" They went
out of the city and were coming to him.

Meanwhile the disciples besought him, saying
"Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have food
to eat of which you do not know." So the
disciples said to one another, "Has

Bible Cross Reference

Jerimiah 2:13

“For My people have
committed two evils:
They forsook Me, the
fountain of living water,
and hewed for
themselves broken
cisterns, unable to hold
water."

anyone brought him food?" Jesus said to them,
"My food is to do the will of him who sent me,
and to accomplish his work. Do you not say,
'There are yet four months, then comes the
harvest'? I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see
how the fields are already white for harvest.
He who reaps receives wages, and gathers
fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper
may rejoice together. For here the saying
holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' I
sent you to reap that for which you did not
labor; others have labored, and you have
entered into their labor."

Many Samaritans from that city believed in
him because of the woman's testimony. "He
told me all that I ever did." So when the
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them; and he stayed there two days.
And many more believed because of his word.
They said to the woman, "It is no longer
because of your words that we believe, for we
have heard ourselves, and we know that this is
indeed Christ the Savior of the world."



Ezekiel 47:1-12

Then he brought me back to the outer door of
the house, and there was water, flowing from
under the open air of the chamber toward the
east; and the water was flowing from under
the right side court, from the south to the
altar. 2 Then he brought me out by way of the
north gate and led me around on the outside
to the outer gate that faces east; and there
was water coming down, running out on the
right side, 3 in the direction in which a man
went forth opposite. There was a measure in
his hands, and he measured a thousand cubits
with the measure; and he passed through the
water. It was the water of remission. 4 Again
he measured a thousand, and he passed
through the water, and the water was up to
the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and
the water came up to the waist. 5 Again he
measured a thousand, and it could not be
crossed; for it broke into a rushing torrent
which man cannot pass through.
6 He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen
this?” Then he led me to the bank of the river.
7 As I returned, behold, along the bank of the
river there were very many trees on this side
and the other. 8 Then he said to me, “This is
the water that flows into Galilee, which is to
the east. Then it goes down upon Arabia and
reaches as far as the sea to the outlet of the
water; and it will heal the waters. 9 So it shall
be that every living thing that moves,
wherever the river goes, will live. There will
be a very great multitude of fish, because
these waters go there; for they will be healed,
and everything will live wherever the river
goes. 10 Fishermen will stand by it from En
Gedi to En Eglaim, and they will be places

for spreading their nets. Their fish will be of
the same kinds as the fish of the Great Sea,
exceedingly many. 11 But in its outlets and
turns and overflows, they will not be healed,
for they will be given over to salt. 12 Along the
bank of the river, on this side and that, will
grow all kinds of trees used for food. Their
leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not
fail. They will bear fruit every month, because
their water flows from the sanctuary. Their
fruit will be for food, and their leaves for
healing.”

Zechariah 14:8

And in that day living water shall come forth
out of Jerusalem, half of it toward the eastern
sea and half toward the western sea. So it will
be in both summer and spring.

Revelation 21:6, 22:1

And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I
will give of the fountain of the water of life
freely to him who thirsts.

And he showed me a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the
throne of God and of the Lamb.

OVERVIEW: The waters flowing from the
temple are the teaching of the church, the
waters of baptism, waters that are made sweet
by Christ’s entry into them at his baptism,
which grants forgiveness and overflowing
spiritual nourishment. The prophet enters the
water, a sign of our spiritual journey and the
capacity of the apostolic teaching to irrigate
the most arid soul. Christ meets the fishermen
by the sea,



transforming their work; the abundance of
fruit represents the proper interpretation of
the Scriptures.

 

Wisdom of the Fathers

THE persecution turned out to be no slight
benefit as "to them that love God all things
work together for good." (Rom. viii. 28.) If
they had made it their express study how best
to establish the Church, they would have done
no other thing than this--they dispersed the
teachers.[*] Mark in what quarters the
preaching was extended. "They travelled," it
says, "as far as Phenice and Cyprus and
Antioch; to none however did they preach the
word but to Jews only." Dost thou mark with
what wise purposes of Providence so much
was done in the case of Cornelius? This serves
both to justify Christ, and to impeach the
Jews. When Stephen was slain, when Paul was
twice in danger, when the Apostles were
scourged, then the Gentiles received the word,
then the Samaritans. Which Paul also
declares: "To you it was necessary that the
Word of God should first be spoken; but since
ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves
unworthy, lo, we turn unto the Gentiles." (ch.
xiii. 46.)..."And the hand of the Lord," it says,
"was with them," that is, they wrought
miracles; "and a great number believed, and
turned unto the Lord." (v. 21.) Do you mark
why now also there was heed of miracles
(namely) that they might believe? "Then
tidings of these things came unto the ears of
the church which was in Jerusalem: and they
sent forth Barnabas, that he should

go as far as Antioch." (v. 22.) What may be the
reason that, when such a city received the
word, they did not come themselves? Because
of the Jews. But they send Barnabas.
However, it is no small part of the providential
management even so that Paul comes to be
there. It is both natural, and it is wisely
ordered, that they are averse to him, and (so)
that Voice of the Gospel, that Trumpet of
heaven, is not shut up in Jerusalem..."And
when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch." (v. 26.) Verily this is the reason why
it was there they were appointed to be called
Christians, because Paul there spent so long
time!

St. John Chrysostom

Homily 25 on Acts 11, 4th Century

The example of the good Samaritan shows that
we must not abandon those in whom even the
faintest amount of faith is still alive.

St. Ambrose of Milan

Two Books of St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan,
Concerning Repentance, Chapter 11



Beyond the Sermon

Metropolitan Anthony of
Sourozh

SUNDAY OF THE
SAMARITAN WOMAN

May 13, 1990

In the Name of the
Father, the Son and the

Holy Ghost.

When the Samaritan woman came back in
haste to her town and called all those who
lived around her to see Christ, she said:
'Come! Here is a Man who has told me
everything I have done!’ And the people
flocked around, and listened to what Christ
had to say.

At times we think, how easy it was for this
woman to believe and how easy it was for her,
from within this shattering experience to turn
to others and say: Come! Listen to one who
has spoken as no-one else has ever spoken,
One Who, without a word of mine has seen
into the depth of my heart, into the darkness
of my life, has seen and known everything.

But is it not something that can happen to
each of us? Christ did not tell her anything
very singular; He told her who she was, what
her life had been, how God saw her. But this
He can tell us every day of our life, and not in
a mystical experience, not as it happened to
some saints, but in the simplest possible way.

If we turn to the Gospel and read it every

day, or if we simply read it once in a while
with an openness that we do not always
possess, we may think that Christ holds before
our eyes a mirror in which we see ourselves as
we are: either by rejoicing at what we see, or
by contrast, being shaken by the fact that we
are so different from what we seem to be, or
what we imagine we are.

Christ said to the Samaritan woman: Call your
husband! And she said: I have no husband.
Christ replied: You have spoken the truth. You
have had five husbands, and the one who is
your husband now indeed, is not your husband
more than anyone else.

Certain spiritual writers have commented on
this passage by saying that Christ was saying
to her: Yes - you have been wedded to all that
your five senses could give you, and you have
seen that you find fulfilment, satisfaction in
none. And now, what is left to you is your own
self, your body, your mind, and this, no more
than your five senses can fulfil you, give you
that fullness without which you cannot live.

Is this not what Christ says to us when we
read the Gospel, when He presents us with
what we could be, when He calls us to that
greatness which is ours by vocation; the
greatness that Paul describes by calling us to
reach the fullness of the stature of Christ - to
be human as He was, in the same way as
Christ is true man, fulfilled by total final, full
communion with God.

So let us learn from this woman that we have
turned, all of us, to so may ways in which we
could receive the message of this world and
be filled, and we have



all discovered that nothing can fill us, because
man is too deep for things material, too deep
for things psychological, too vast - only God
can fill this vastness and this depth. If we only
could realise this, we would be exactly in the
position of the woman of Samaria. We need
not meet Christ at the well; the well, indeed,
is the Gospel, the place from which the water
of life may gush - but not a material well, that
well is a symbol. The water which we are to
drink is different.

And so, let us emulate this woman, let us
come to our senses, let us realise that all we
have been wedded to was not our fulfilment;
and let us then ask ourselves "Who am I, with
regard to myself in the dimension of God's
vision?" And then we can go to others and say:
I have met someone who has held a mirror
before my eyes, and I have seen myself as I
am, He has told me about myself: come and
see! Come - and listen to Him!.. And others
will come, others will listen, and then they will
turn to us and say: It is no longer your
testimony that makes us believe - we have
seen for ourselves, we have heard for
ourselves, we know for ourselves. We believe.
Amen.

Dad
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2022 Parish Development Forum Online 

Friday June 17 2022; 10:00 AM EDT - 5:15 PM EDT

For Orthodox clergy and laity the Parish Development Forum is a
conference which provides an opportunity for discussion of timely topics
and discovery of practices used by healthy, vibrant Orthodox parishes.

Co-sponsored by the Archdiocese of Western Pennsylvania, the Diocese
of the Midwest, and the Bulgarian Diocese of the Orthodox Church in
America, the 2022 Forum will be a one day online conference that will
occur Friday, June 17, 2022 between 10:00 AM and 5:15 PM EDT via Zoom.

Theme: The Orthodox Parish as a Vessel of Ministry—Increasing Our
Capacity for Ministry 

Ministry seems like a simple term. But ask someone in your parish “what is ministry” and you’ll get a
variety of answers. We know it is not just "the priest's job" and more than "church school, choir, and
parish council."  

Can we learn to also see ministry as not a suggestion or even a recommendation, but rather a duty? A
commandment?  

Returning parishioners and newcomers yearning for expanded, updated and renewed ministries may
be one the most significant opportunities for the Church in recent years.

Understanding and Motivating Ministry

The 2022 Forum will seek to heighten awareness of and interest in ministry as a critical, not
optional, element of parish life and mission. We will explore:

Why is ministry—often under emphasized in the past—“suddenly" of critical importance to our
parish? 
Connecting personal talents and gifts with effective ministry opportunities
Overcoming ministry resistance
Enlivening new ministries

Keynote Christian Life Discipleship and Ministry

Bishop Daniel of Santa Rosa, Locum Tenens of the Diocese of the Midwest, will offer the keynote
address. His Grace will highlight how discipleship and ministry is easily traceable to the earliest
Christian communities. Also addressed will be the question of how Christian discipleship and the
ministries that arise from it can be better understood and enhanced within the context of
Orthodox parish communities today.

Three Tracks of Encouraging Ministry  

Three parallel content facilitated tracks each including three sessions will be offered. Subject matter
experts will contribute brief presentations and lead attendee discussion. Attendees will have an
opportunity to dig deeply into areas of interest. Exploration questions and reflective articles concerning
track content will be provided to attendees in advance.

Track A: Living Active Ministry—Personal, Internal, External.

This track will explore and provide practical advice for those actively serving in ministry. Segments
include encouraging vocational ministry in the local neighborhood, connecting generations with one
another for mutual support, and offering a ministry of presence to those in need into the parish.

Track B: Rethinking Education as Ministry—Adults and Youth.

Education is a critical element of ministry in the parish. We will examine post-pandemic changes in
religious education and ways faith can be lived in action. The role of a fully functional diaconal
ministry and the need for Orthodox youth to be empowered witnesses in their communities will be
explored.

Track C: Leading and Coordinating Ministries.

In a context of identifying principles and good practices for strengthening your parish’s capacity for
ministry, this track will delve into issues associated with effectively coordinating and leading ministries
in the parish: Setting goals. Staffing. Equipping those in ministry. Selecting ministries that fit the parish
resources and local context. Brainstorming to stimulate exploration of fresh ministries. Dealing with
obstacles and challenges. 

Send Multiple Representatives

Participation by multiple parish leaders will enable the parish maximum exposure to track content.  

Budget Friendly Registration

Registration is open to clergy or lay leaders from any Orthodox jurisdiction and includes various
budget-friendly freewill pricing options. Select the option that best fits your situation. Each attendee
must register.

Most sessions will be recorded. Registered attendees will have access to recordings. 

Login credentials for the conference will be sent to registrants a few days before the event.

Register Now!

 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/addtocalendar?oeidk=a07ej6fjzcf2ca0a6fd
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/regform?llr=wy96qwbab&oeidk=a07ej6fjzcf2ca0a6fd
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